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“ROWBOATS,” an alkyd oil painting by artist/chef Marian T. Beck illustrates the front cover of her  
Salmon Patties & Rosehip Pie Cookbook: Art, Food, and the Coastal Life in Halibut Cove, Alaska.  

Details, Page 8.
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WRITE HARD, DIE FREE
Dispatches from the Battlefields and Barrooms 

 of the Great Alaska Newspaper War
Howard Weaver

Howard Weaver advanced from foot soldier to field marshal in the 
Alaska Newspaper War, but he never left the fight. He spent time with 
small-town hoodlums and big-time politicians, crossed swords with 
Big Oil and Big Labor, and edited the Anchorage Daily News to the most 
unlikely David and Goliath upset in American journalism history and 
helped his newspaper win two Pulitzer Prizes along the way.

Weaver cared passionately and fought fiercely in every political 
struggle of his era, from oil development to Native sovereignty, from 
park land designations to environmental activism. He also found time 
to explore Anchorage’s nightclubs and after-hours cardrooms, where 
people like Freddy the Fix and Put Your Hat On Brown were earning 

places in Alaska’s rogues’ gallery.
The Anchorage Daily News pulled no punches in telling Alaska’s story, and Weaver has pulled none in this 

account of a fierce, take-no-prisoners battle to the death between two newspapers.
Memoir, Epicenter Press, April 2012, paperback, 160 pages, 5½ x 8½, b&w photos, index, ISBN 978-1-935347-19-4, $14.95
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“…A rich and sprawling portrait of ordinary people 
struggling to adapt to extraordinary changes without 

losing their souls, their culture—or their sense of humor.” 
—Stan Jones, author of Village of the Ghost Bears

New paperback edition

COLD RIVER SPIRITS
Whispers from a Family’s Forgotten Past

Jan Harper-Haines

A wryly humorous and inspirational story about a proud 
Alaska Native family struggling to survive in two worlds. Sam 
and Louise Harper and their ten children make a soul-grinding 
transition into a modern white-dominated society where they 
face bigotry, poverty, and illness. Yet, Louise, the Athabascan 
matriarch, remains in touch with centuries-old traditions of 
healing, honoring nature’s spirits, and a belief that the spirits 
of all Athabascans one day will return to the waters of the 
Yukon River.

Memoir, Epicenter Press, April 2012, trade paperback, 192 pages, 5½ x 8½, 
b&w photos, ISBN 978-1-935347-15-6, $14.95

New Edition—Revised
THE ALASKA CRUISE HANDBOOK

A Mile-by-Mile Guide
Joe Upton

This extremely popular guide features in-depth sections on each 
port with many insightful stories about the people and the coast. The 
key to this book’s enduring popularity is the lavish 22x34 fold-out map 
with a numbering system for ease of following your ship’s position. 
New for 2012 are links to Joe’s website where video/podcasts can be 
downloaded for iPhones, iPads, PDAs, etc 
Travel / Alaska, Coastal Publishing, March 2012, paperback,  
288 pages, 7 x 9, b&w and color photos, maps, index,  
ISBN 978-0-979491-566, $19.95

New Releases
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MIDNIGHT SUN, ARCTIC MOON
Exploring the Wild Heart of Alaska

Mary Albanese

A young upstate New York woman strays away from her safe and 
conventional life, unable to resist the excitement and challenge of a 
chance to become a geological explorer in Alaska, where she maps 
remote wilderness areas and journeys to the depths of the human heart.

A memoir peopled with rich and eccentric characters full of human 
failings gives testimony to the courage and sacrifice of the author’s 
“family” of visionary explorers who sacrificed so much to map the 
wild state. Surviving dangers most people never face, even in their 
nightmares, the author persists in the face of adversity and finds the thin 
threads of light among hardships and loss.

Framed against the backdrop of Alaska’s raw beauty, it is an inspiring 
story of achievement and hope, told with gentle humor, compassionate 
grace, and above all, an abiding respect for America’s final frontier. 

Memoir, Epicenter Press, April 2012, Paperback, 160 pages, 5½ x 8½, b&w photos,  
ISBN   978-1-935347-17-0, $14.95

January 2012

Dear Bookseller 
First and most important, thank you for your support this past year. We are grateful for the widening 

interest in our titles not only in Alaska, but throughout the region and country as well. 
Last year, we integrated Epicenter Press Inc. (“Alaska Book Adventures” ™) with our newer affiliated 

company, Aftershocks Media (“Good Books from Independent Publishers”), which provides trade 
distribution for other publishers. In our 2012 catalog, we have consolidated all front and backlist titles from 
the two companies.  

See page 19 for more information about Epicenter Press www.EpicenterPress.com and Aftershocks 
Media www.AftershocksMedia.com. Here’s hoping for good things in 2012! 

Thank you.

 

Kent Sturgis 
Publisher

DEAD MAN’S DANCER
The Mechele Linehan Story

Tom Brennan

eichele Linehan was an attractive, well-educated soccer mom married 
to a doctor and living the good life in Olympia, Washington, when 
the police came knocking on her door in 2006. Mechele was arrested 
and then charged with plotting the cold-blooded murder a decade 
earlier of her fiancé, a fisherman she met while working as a stripper 
at the notorious Great Alaskan Bush Company saloon in Anchorage. 
Her friends and family were stunned and disbelieving. Did she do 
the crime?

True Crime, Epicenter Press, April 2012, trade paperback, 128 pages, 5½ x 8½, ISBN 
978-1-935347-16-3, $12.95

See also  Murder at 40 Below, ISBN 978-0-945397-99-1, $14.95,  
and Cold Crime, ISBN 978-0-9745014-4-4, $14.95. Details, page 17.

New Releases
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SPLIT SECONDS
Four Decades of News Photography  

from the Pacific Northwest & Beyond
Photography by Barry Sweet

This is a visual time capsule from photo-journalist 
Barry R. Sweet, who staffed thousands of assignments 
for the Associated Press throughout the Pacific 
Northwest—and often beyond—from the late 1960s 
through the turn of the century. His photographic 
contributions to regional history are measured in split 
seconds. 

Through his viewfinder, Sweet witnessed 
momentous occasions, random tragedies, and a range of 
human emotions—grief, triumph, surprise, sadness, and 
joy. His subjects included adventurers, artists, astronauts, 
athletes, billionaires, criminals, diplomats, firefighters, 
geeks, governors, heroes, hippies, mountain-climbers, 
movie stars, musicians, police, presidents, rioters, 
soldiers, and sailors—to name a few! 

Photography / History-Regional, Raleigh Press, April 2012, trade paperback, 160 pages, 9 x 9, b&w and color photos, index, 
ISBN 978-0-615-54736-7, $19.95

SHIPWRECKED
A People’s History of the Seattle Mariners

Jon Wells

This is the curious tale of how poor management and shortsighted 
ownership combined to keep a promising baseball team with three first-
ballot Hall of Fame players out of the World Series. But wait, there’s hope! 
Will General Manager Jack Zduriencik turn this club around, as he did for 
the Milwaukie Brewers? Stay tuned.

Author Jon Wells is publisher of the Grand Salami, an independent 
magazine devoted to all things Mariner that has been a thorn in the 
backsides of the M’s management for fifteen years.

Sports / Baseball, Epicenter Press, March 2012, paperback, 192 pages, 5½ x 8½, color photos, 
index, appendix, ISBN 978-1-935347-18-7, $14.95

photography by  

BARRY SWEET

FOUR DECADES OF NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AND BEYOND

SPLIT SECONDS

DEAD AND NOT SO BURIED
A Gideon Kincaid Hollywood Thriller

James L. Conway

Hollywood is rocked after a madman kidnaps the remains of one of the 
most idolized movie stars of the 1960s, then uses extortion, blackmail, and 
murder to extract his revenge. Caught in the middle is PI Gideon Kincaid, an ex-
cop with a troubled past who is led on a harrowing roller coaster ride through 
sun- and sin-drenched Hollywood.
Fiction / Mystery, Camel Press, February 2012, trade paperback, 338 pages, 5 x 8,  
ISBN 978-1-60381-866-7, $15.95

New Releases
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“... the drama and hair-raising 
adventures of life aboard a crab 

vessel.” —Fisherman’s News

BERING SEA BLUES 
A Crabber’s Tale of Fear in the Icy 
North. Joe Upton

A white-knuckle 
memoir of winter crab 
fishing in Alaska—
fighting exhaustion, 
fierce storms, and 
monster waves. 

Memoir, Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5½ x 8½, 336 pages, 
index, ISBN 978-1-935347-11-8, $17.95

See also    Upton’s PNBA award-winning memoir, Alaska Blues,  
ISBN 978-0-9790470-9-1, $14.95 

Mom’s Choice Award
TORN: True Stories of Kids, 
Career & the Conflict of Modern 
Motherhood. Edited by 
Samantha Walravens. 

Seeking a balance 
between career and 
motherhood, 47 women 
explore the conflict 
between the need to 
nurture and the need to 
work and reveal creative 
solutions for having the 
best of both worlds.
 Nonfiction / anthology, 

Coffeetown Press, trade paperback,  
268 pages, 6 x 9, ISBN 978-1-60381-097-5, $18.95

HOOKED!
True Stories of Obsession, Death, and Love 

from Alaska’s Commercial Fishermen and Women
Edited by Leslie Leyland Fields

The rousing sea stories are all here—the dramas of near-death 
battles, the sickening tragedy of lovers, and friends lost to the waters—
but this is not the whole story. This collection represents a much wider 
view of Alaska fishing—not just the dying, but the living; not just the 
obsessive doing of fishing, but the passionate being as well. Readers 
will understand why so many are unwilling or unable to leave this 
uncommon life. 

The 15 fisher-writers included Moe Bowstern, Michael Crowley, 
Wendy Erd, Leslie Leyland Fields, Naphtali Fields, Erin Fristad, Joel Gay, 
Sig Hansen, Mary Jacobs, Nancy Lord, Marta Sutro, Toby Sullivan, Joe 
Upton, Spike Walker, Shannon Zellerhoff.

Nonfiction / Anthology, Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5½ x 8½, 160 pages, ISBN 978-1-935347-13-2, $14.95
See also   Fields’ memoir, Surviving the Island of Grace: A Life on the Wild Edge of America, ISBN 978-0-9800825-9-3, $17.95.  

See order form.

“[Lael Morgan] writes about 
people history forgot to 

mention.” —Velma Wallis, 
author Two Old Women and 

Raising Ourselves

ESKIMO STAR   
From the Tundra to 
Tinseltown The Ray Mala 
Story. Lael Morgan 

This is the 
inspirational and 
tragic story of Ray Wise 
Mala, a 27-year-old Inupiat Eskimo who overcame 
racial discrimination to become a movie star in 
Hollywood. 

Biography / Native American, Epicenter Press, trade 
paperback, 8½ x 8½, 144 pages, b&w and color photos, movie 
posters, filmography, index, ISBN 978-1-935347-12-5, $19.95

See also   Morgan’s award-winning Good Time Girls of the Alaska 
Yukon Gold Rush, ISBN 978-0-945397-76-2, $17.95. Details, p. 10.

DANCING WITH ETERNITY  
John Patrick Lowrie

 A 40th Century drifter 
follows a beautiful woman 
across the galaxy in this 
funny and thought-
provoking novel that 
challenges our traditional 
beliefs about love, 
sex, immortality, and 
spirituality. 

Science Fiction, Camel Press, 
trade paperback, 416 pages,  
6 x 9,  
ISBN 978-1-60381-810-0, $17.95

Recent Releases
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Benjamin Franklin Book Award, 2011
Foreword Magazine Book Award, 2011

Eric Hoffer Award, 2011
“Here’s a fascinating guided tour of the real Bush Alaska, not the prettified version we see in 

tourist brochures.” — Stan Jones, author of Village of the Ghost Bears

PURELY ALASKA
Authentic Voices from the Far North

Edited by Susan Andrews & John Creed

This rich anthology offers a rare and candid insider’s look at the 
everyday business of living off the land and waterways in America’s 
most remote state. Included are 32 stories as diverse and far flung as 
Alaska itself.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 144 pages, 6 x 9, ISBN 978-1-935347-10-1, $17.95

CHEATING DEATH  
Amazing Survival Stories from 
Alaska. Larry Kaniut 

A chilling collection 
of survival stories from 
pilots, hikers, hunters, 
climbers, boaters, and 
fishermen. 
Epicenter Press, trade 
paperback, 176 pages, 6 x 9,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-61-8, 
$17.95

STRANGE STORIES   
Ed Ferrell

From the pages 
of early-day northern 
newspapers comes 
a startling collection 
of accounts of the 
extraordinary and 
unexplained. 
Epicenter Press, trade 
paperback, 160 pages, 
5½ x 8½, ISBN 978-0-
945397-51-9, $14.95

MOOSE DROPPING 
& OTHER CRIMES 
AGAINST NATURE  
Funny Stories from Alaska  
Tom Brennan 

Wit, one-liners, 
tall tales, practical 
jokes, and funny 
stories. 
Epicenter Press, trade 
paperback, 128 pages, 
5½ x 8½, ISBN 978-0-
945397-84-7, $14.95

THE SPILL  Personal Stories 
from the Exxon Valdez Disaster
Sharon Bushell &  
Stan Jones 

Sixty-two men 
and women share 
personal stories of 
what they saw and 
how they coped with 
North America’s worse 
tanker oil spill. 
Epicenter Press, trade 
paperback, 288 pages,  
6 x 9, b&w and color 

photos, map, index, ISBN 978-0-9800825-8-6, $17.95

Anthologies & Story Collections
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GAIL NIEBRUGGE’S ALASKA WILDFLOWERS
Illustrations & stories by Gail Niebrugge

One summer day in Alaska, painter Gail Niebrugge was capturing a mountain scene with a meadow of 
wildflowers in the foreground represented by tiny dots of red, yellow, and blue. As she bent to the ground to 
examine the wildflowers more closely, she fell in love with what she saw.

Gail hasn’t forsaken mountains and roadhouses, favorite subjects of earlier work, but mostly she paints 
flowers now — stunningly beautiful, delicate, and brilliantly colorful flowers that she travels many miles to 
find. This gorgeous volume chronicles her journey both personally and professionally.

Epicenter Press, hardbound, 6 x 8, 64 pages, ISBN 978-0-945397-89-2, $16.95

Ben Franklin Book 
Award winner

JON VAN 
ZYLE’S ALASKA 
SKETCHBOOK  
Four Seasons in the Far 
North   
Jon Van Zyle

A personalized 
sketchbook by one 

of Alaska’s best-known 
artists; includes reproductions of 40 color paintings 
and sketches, notes, and diary entries. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 8 x 6, 64 pages,  
ISBN 978-0-9800825-1-7, $9.95

JON VAN ZYLE’S IDITAROD MEMORIES  
30 Years of Poster Art from the Last Great Race  

Illustrated by Jon Van Zyle, stories by  Jon Van Zyle 
A colorful 

collection of the 
first 30 annual 
posters created 
for the Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog 
Race.
Epicenter Press, 
trade paperback,  
8 x 6, 64 pages,  

ISBN 978-0-980082-52-4, $9.95

ALASKA TRAVELER’S 
SKETCHBOOK   
Gloria Sampson

A charming 
collection of 
sketches and 
observations of an 
artist coming home 
to Alaska. 
Epicenter Press, 

hardbound, 64 pages,  
6 x 4½, ISBN 978-0-9790470-1-5, $7.95

STRATEGIC MARKETING 
TOOLS FOR VISUAL ARTISTS   
Janet Bloch

Strategies and advice 
for visual artists as they 
begin to market their art.  
A friendly manual perfectly 
suited for artists’ support 
groups, classrooms, and 
for individual use.

Bloch Publishing, trade 
paperback, 132 pages, 7 x 9, 
ISBN 978-0-615-41857-5, $18.95

Art
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SALMON PATTIES &  
ROSEHIP PIE COOKBOOK

Art, Food, and the Coastal  
Life in Halibut Cove, Alaska

Marian T. Beck

This lovely 
cookbook features 60 
delicious, easy-fixing 
recipes from the 
Saltry Restaurant 
in Halibut Cove, 30 
of Marian Beck’s 
vibrant paintings, 
and wonderful petite 
stories accompanying 
each painting that 
describe life in Halibut 
Cove, where the locals 

fish out the front door, gather their own coal from 
the beach, and go clamming in the dark of night 
when winter’s minus tides fall.

Saltry Press, hardbound, 112 pages, 10x8,  
ISBN 978-0-615-47151-8, $24.95

Bestseller

THE FISHES & DISHES COOKBOOK
Seafood Recipes & Salty Stories 

 from Alaska’s Commercial Fisherwomen
Kiyo Marsh, Tomi Marsh, Laura Cooper

The women 
featured in this 
book successfully 
challenged one of 
the last frontiers of 
male domination—
the commercial 
fishing grounds of 
Alaska. They share 
80 mouth-watering 
seafood recipes and 
many funny and 
harrowing stories of 

their adventures. Included are tips for cleaning and 
preparing fish and how to pair wine with seafood.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 144 pages, 8½ x 8½,  
ISBN 978-1-935347-07-1, $19.95

WHAT REAL ALASKANS EAT: Not your Ordinary Cookbook. J. Stephen Lay. 
An unusual recipe book that will entertain and delight while causing your 

mouth to water…well, MOST of the time.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 128 pages, 5 x 8, ISBN 978-0-9724944-3-4, $12.95

RAISING LUCY  
The True Story of Raising an Orphaned Wild Goose. Story & 
illustrations by Carol Muzik

Raising Lucy Studios LLC, hard cover, 48 pages, 11 x 9,  
ISBN 978-0-982026-91-5, $14.95

Companion volume coloring storybook & DVD 
video. Trade paperback, 48 pages, 11 x 9, ISBN 978-0-98202-690-8, 
$14.95.  
Suitable for children 5-9

WILD CRITTERS  A Read-Aloud Book for Children & Grown-Ups, 
verse by Tim Jones, wildlife photography 
by Tom Walker

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 48 pages, 8½ x 10½,  
ISBN 978-09790470-2-2, $9.95

Cookbooks

Children’s
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Ben Franklin Book Award, 2011
Indie Next Generation Book Award, 2011

TWO GOLD COINS AND A PRAYER
The Epic Journey of a World War II Bomber and POW

James H. Keeffe III,  
as told to him by his father, Lt. Col. James H. Keeffe Jr., USAF (ret.)

James Keeffe Jr., 20, was a young bomber pilot in World War II. Shot 
down over Holland during a daylight mission to Berlin, Keeffe enters the 
dangerous world of life under Nazi occupation, where suspicion and 
death went hand in hand. Evading the Nazis with the help of the Dutch 
Resistance, betrayed, interrogated, and imprisoned, Jim recalls his long 
journey and the joy of his homecoming.
Appell Publishing, trade paperback, 500 pages, 6 x 9, 150 b&w photos, maps,  
ISBN 978-0-984360-00-0, $24.95

SUNKEN KLONDIKE GOLD
How a Lost Fortune Inspired an Ambitious Effort  to Raise the S.S. Islander

Leonard H. Delano

When the 240-foot SS Islander hit an iceberg just 12 miles 
from Juneau, the pride of the Canadian Pacific fleet quickly sank. 
Sixty-five of the 176 passengers and crew were lost. Gold worth 
$3 million was rumored to have been aboard, yet for 36 years the 
vessel lay out of reach in 350 feet of water until a house mover 
from Seattle proposed a bold salvage plan 

Delano Publishing, trade paperback, 176 pages, 11 x 8.5, 85 photos.   
ISBN 978-1-4507-3660-2, $24.95

ECHOES OF FURY
The 1980 Eruption of Mount St. Helens & 
the Lives It Changed Forever.  
Frank Parchman

Epicenter Press, hardbound, 432 pages, 
6 x 9, b&w photos, index,   
ISBN 978-0-9745014-3-7, $24.95

CHARACTER & CHARACTERS  
The Spirit of Alaska Airlines   
Robert J. Serling 

Documentary Media, trade paperback, 
528 pages, 6 x 9, b&w photographs, 
index,  
ISBN 978-1-9332451-1-9, $29.95

ALASKA GOLD  
The History of Gold Dredge No. 8   
Maria Reeves

Gold Fever Press, trade paperback, 64 
pages,  
11 x 9, b&w photos, illustrations, and 
charts;  ISBN 978-0-578011-59-2, 
$19.95

History
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Our No. 1 bestseller!

GOOD TIME GIRLS  
OF THE ALASKA-YUKON GOLD RUSH

A Secret History of the Far North
Lael Morgan

In the boomtowns of the Alaska-Yukon stampedes, where gold dust 
was common currency, the rarest commodity was an attractive woman, 
and her company could be costly. An award-winning historian explores 
the “half world” of prostitutes, dance-hall girls, and entertainers who 
lived on the outskirts of polite society.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 352 pages, 6 x 9, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-76-2, $17.95

AMAZING PIPELINE STORIES
How Building the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Transformed Life in 

America’s Last Frontier
Dermot Cole

With the avalanche of big money and new arrivals that followed 
construction of the trans-Alaska pipeline in the 1970s came new 
problems—drugs, prostitution, gambling, and violent crime. Rapid 
economic and social changes ultimately touched the lives of virtually 
every Alaskan.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 224 pages, b&w photos, index, ISBN 978-0-945397-46-5, 
$14.95

NORTH TO THE FUTURE  
The Alaska Story, 1959-2009  
Dermot Cole

Alaska became a state in 1959 
after nearly a century of federal 
rule and domination by powerful 
mining, timber, and canned-salmon 
interests. At last the people of 
Alaska would direct their own 
destiny. But would they? In its first 
fifty years, Alaska’s fate continued to 
be influenced by outside interests 
and unexpected events.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
224 pages, 5½ x 8½, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-9800825-3-1, $14.95

History

One of Alaska’s  
best 67 history books 

—Alaska Historical Society

REACHING FOR A STAR  
How a Bold Strategy  
Won Statehood for Alaska  
Gerald E. Bowkett

Epicenter Press, paper (2nd Edition), 176 
pages, 5½ x 8½, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-9800825-5-5, $14.95

49 AT LAST
The Fight for Alaska Statehood  
Claus-M. Naske 

How the Alaska statehood 
movement struggled through 
most of the 20th Century, decade 
after decade, always blocked by 
powerful special interests.

Epicenter Press, paper (3rd Edition), 288 
pages, 6 x 9, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-1-935347-02-6, $17.95
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2 million copies sold worldwide

TWO OLD WOMEN: An Alaska Legend 
of Betrayal, Courage, and Survival. Velma 
Wallis. 

A tragic and shocking story—
with a surprise ending—of two 
elderly women abandoned 
by a migrating tribe that faces 
starvation. 

Epicenter Press, hardbound, 160 pages, 5 
x 7, illustrated, ISBN 978-0-9724944-9-6, 
$17.95. 

See also    BIRD GIRL& THE MAN WHO 
FOLLOWED THE SUN,  ISBN 978-0945397-34-2, 
$19.95

American Book Award Winner
RAISING OURSELVES   
A Gwich’in Coming of Age Story from the 
Yukon River   
Velma Wallis 

Hope pushes back 
hopelessness in this gritty, 
sobering, yet irresistible story 
about growing up in Fort Yukon, 
Alaska. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 
216 pages, illustrated,  
ISBN 978-0-9724944-7-2, $15.95

SNOWFLAKE REBELLION. Tom 
Brennan. 

A mysterious explosion rocks 
Juneau…a state ferry fires a 
bowling ball at a cruise ship … 
and a beautiful ex-newswoman 
takes off her clothes to defuse a 
tense standoff between state and 
federal troops. The time is the 
not-too-distant future. The whole 
world is watching.  

Arctic Tern Books, trade paperback, 288 
pages, 6 x 9, ISBN 978-0-578-00642-0, 
$14.95

“Terrifying and splendid”—Boston Globe

GOING TO EXTREMES   
Searching for the Essence of Alaska   
Joe McGinniss

A new edition of the Alaska 
classic in which a NY Times 
bestselling author goes to Alaska 
to find out if there is anything left 
of the “Last Frontier.” 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
5½ x 8½, 320 pages,  
ISBN 978-1-935347-03-3, $17.95

RED THUNDER   
David Matheson

Steeped in authentic cultural 
traditions and spiritual beliefs, 
this rich and wonderful historical 
novel follows the times and 
trials of a family band of the 
Schi’tsu’umsh Indians, now 
called the Coeur d’Alene Tribe in 
northern Idaho. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback (2nd 
Edition), 320 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated, 
includes readers’ guide,  
ISBN 978-1-935347-09-5, $17.95

“Great read” —David Horsey, SeattlePI.com

BOOM TOWN BOY   
Coming of Age on Alaska’s Lost Frontier  
Jack de Yonge 

A newspaper reporter recalls 
his youth in remote Fairbanks, 
Alaska, a dying gold rush town 
that comes alive again with a 
wild mix of Russian and American 
pilots, a busy red-light district, 
and a round-the-clock bar scene 
in the 1940s war years. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5½ 
x 8½, 224 pages, b&w photos, map, 
index, ISBN 978-1-935347-06-4, 
$14.95

Fiction

Memoirs
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SISTERS
Coming of Age and Living Dangerously 

 In the Wild Copper River Valley
Samme & Aileen Gallaher

In 1926, beautiful Aileen Gallaher left California to join trapper “Slim” 
Williams in Alaska’s Copper River Valley. Theirs was a perilous existence 
spent in isolated cabins, bucking heavy snow, uncertain river ice, and 
fierce cold. Yet, Aileen falls in love with Slim and with the surrounding 
country, missing only female companionship. Enter Samme, Aileen’s 
teenage sister. Together the sisters tell their coming-of-age story.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 160 pages, 5½ x 8½ ISBN 978-74501-4-20, $14.95

See also    Moonlight Madness, ISBN 978-0-9800825-4-8, $12.95

“...A wonderful reading experience.” — Publishers Weekly

ON THE EDGE OF NOWHERE
James Huntington & Lawrence Elliott

A courageous and inspiring man, Jimmy Huntington is only seven when 
his mother dies, and he must care for his younger siblings. Huntington hunts 
wolves, fights bears, survives close calls too numerous to mention, and 
becomes a championship sled-dog racer.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 192 pages, ISBN 978-0-9708493-3-5, $14.95

NORTH TO WOLF COUNTRY
My Life among the Creatures of Alaska   
James W. Brooks

An adventurous young man 
lives on the land in the final days 
of the Territory of Alaska and later 
becomes a wildlife biologist and 
helps write and enforce fish and 
game laws for the new State of 
Alaska. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 
340 pages, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-9724944-4-1, $17.95

A FISH OUT OF WATER   
From Seattle Socialite to Commercial 
Fisherwoman—Hazel Stone’s Fishing 
Diaries from 1940s Alaska. Arlene 
Lochridge

She had never fished a day 
in her life, but newly married 
Hazel Stone and her equally 
inexperienced husband headed 
for an adventure—earning a 
living fishing in Alaska. 

Book Publishers Network,  
trade paperback, 356 pages, 6 x 9,  
b&w photos, maps,  
ISBN 978-1-935359-31-9, $22.95

CRUDE DREAMS
 A Personal History of Oil & Politics in 
Alaska. Jack Roderick 

In February 1968, the rumors 
became reality. An ARCO drilling 
rig has struck oil —lots of oil—on 
Alaska’s remote North Slope. 
A former mayor of Anchorage 
tells of the risky, expensive, and 
mostly frustrating search for oil 
across the Northland. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 
 448 pages, ISBN 978-0-945397-60-1, 
$24.95

Memoirs
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COLD, STARRY NIGHT   
An Artist’s Memoir. Claire Fejes

 In 1946, young Claire Fejes 
reluctantly follows her husband 
from New York City all the way 
to the last stop on the Alaska 
Railroad—Fairbanks, Alaska, 
where she experiences a painful 
artistic and cultural isolation, 
yet goes on to become an 
internationally known artist. 

Epicenter Press, paper (2nd edition), 
320 pages, 5½ x 8½,  
ISBN 978-0-9790470-6-0, $17.95

One of Alaska’s  
best 67 history books 

—Alaska Historical Society

TALES OF ALASKA’S BUSH RAT 
GOVERNOR   
The Extraordinary Autobiography of Jay 
Hammond, Wilderness Guide and Reluctant 
Politician. Jay Hammond

A former Marine fighter pilot, 
Jay Hammond heads north after 
World War II becoming a trapper, 
bush pilot, fisherman, guide, wolf 
hunter, poet, environmentalist, 
and reluctant politician. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
340 pages, 6 x 9, index,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-43-4, $17.95

KAY FANNING’S ALASKA STORY  
Memoir of a Pulitzer-Prize Winning 
Newspaper Publisher on America’s 
Northern Frontier. Kay Fanning

In 1965, Kay Woodruff Field, 
38, a newly divorced former 
debutante once described as the 
“Grace Kelly of Chicago,” loaded 
her three children into a Buick 
station wagon and headed north 
to start a fresh life in Alaska. Little 
did she know that she would 
become the most influential 
woman in Alaska. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5½ 
by 8½, 256 pages, 6 x 9, b&w photos, 
index, ISBN 978-0-974501147-5, 
$17.95

 “A book that skillfully puts the reader into a bush pilot’s head …”–Flyer magazine

ARCTIC BUSH PILOT
From Navy Combat to Flying Alaska’s Northern Wilderness

James Anderson & Jim Rearden

Backed by Wien Airlines, former Navy combat pilot “Andy” Anderson 
pioneered post-World War II bush service to Alaska’s vast Koyokuk   River 
region serving miners, Natives, sportsmen, geologists, adventurers, and 
assorted bush rats. He flew mining equipment, gold, live wolves and sled 
dogs, you name it — anything needed for life in the bush. He sweated 
out dozens of dangerous medical-emergency flights, “seemingly always 
at night and in terrible storms.”

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 352 pages, 50 b&w photos, index, ISBN 978-0-945397-
83-0, $17.95

Memoirs
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One of Alaska’s 67 best books—Alaska Historical Society
“…Deeply moving…”–Publishers Weekly

2nd edition

MOMENTS RIGHTLY PLACED
An Aleutian Memoir

Ray Hudson

Along a 1,000-mile chain of treeless and windswept islands, 
Unalaska is perched at the end of the world, or, as some prefer to 
say, the beginning. In 1964, Ray Hudson, 22, arrives with a brand-
new college degree, eager to teach. The Aleuts had seen many 
outsiders who seldom stayed more than a year. Yet Hudson was no 
short-timer. Captivated by Unalaska and the history and traditions 
of its enduring people, he stayed. As the years passed—one, then 
five, ten, then twenty—he is embraced by his Aleut neighbors, 
sharing their celebrations and tragedies, teaching their children, 
exploring their language, and, much to their surprise, learning 
their delicate art of grass basketry.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5½ x 8½, 224 pages, woodcut illustrations  

by the author, ISBN 978-0-9790470-7-7, $14.95

NY Times bestseller!

SARAH  How a Hockey Mom Turned 
Alaska’s Political Establishment Upside 
Down. Kaylene Johnson

This is the story about how 
the biggest political upset in 
Alaska history propelled Sarah 
Palin into the governorship 
becoming the youngest and first 
woman to serve in the state’s 
highest office. 

Epicenter Press, hardbound, 160 pages, 
5½ x 8½, color photos, ISBN 978-0-
9790470-8-4, $19.95

 “One of the most unique sea sagas ever 
written...” — Ernest K. Gann, author of  

The High and the Mighty

ALASKA BLUES  A Story of Freedom, 
Risk, and Living Your Dream   
Joe Upton

An award-winning account 
of a commercial fishing season 
in Southeast Alaska—the lonely 
hours at sea as well as the close 
community of the fishing fleet; 
the sudden, violent storms 
and glorious days of sun; the 
difficult, frenzied work and quiet 
moments of contemplation. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 256 
pages, 6 x 9, b&w photos, maps,  
ISBN 978-0-9790470-9-1, $14.95

A CHEECHAKO GOES TO THE 
KLONDIKE: The Personal Story of a 
Famous Riverboat Captain   
Charles W. Adams 

The author was an able, smart 
business-school graduate who 
in his mid-20s bought a share of 
a sternwheel riverboat. He went 
on to become one of the greatest 
riverboat captains in Alaska. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
192 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated, maps,  
ISBN 978-0-9708493-9-7, $14.95

Memoirs
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FLYING COLD
The Adventures of Russel Merrill

Pioneer Alaskan Aviator
Robert Merrill MacLean & Sean Rossiter

Trained as a pilot during World War I, 
Russel Merrill was determined to spend 
his life flying. His love of flight lured him 
from Oregon to Alaska, the far frontier of 
aviation, where Merrill piloted the first 
airplanes to fly into Petersburg, Wrangell, 
Kodiak, and Anchorage. Flying Cold 
chronicles Merrill’s daring 750-mile journey 
across the Gulf of Alaska in a flying boat with a single small motor, his 
first rescue mission by air, and crash landings.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 172 pages, 10 3/8 x 8, b&w photos, ISBN 978-0-945397-33-5, $24.95

Joe taught me “what being an Alaskan is.” 
—Susan Butcher,  

four-time Iditarod champion

FATHER OF THE IDITAROD   
The Joe Redington Story   
Lew Freedman 

Joe Redington helped 
rescue Alaska dog mushing from 
extinction, creating a legacy in 
a thrilling thousand-mile race 
across Alaska, the Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 
320 pages, ISBN 978-0-945397-75-5, 
$19.95

HONEST DOGS: A Story of Triumph & 
Regret from the World’s Toughest Sled Dog 
Race.  Brian Patrick O’Donoghue

With wry humor and 
diminishing expectations, 
the author tells of his Yukon 
Quest run with Khan, Hobbes, 
Scrimshaw, Cyclone, and ten 
other excitable Alaska huskies. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 
336 pages, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-78-6, $19.95

ONE SECOND TO GLORY  
The Alaska Adventures of Iditarod 
Champion Dick Mackey  
Lew Freedman

Mackey is best remembered 
for the most dramatic finish ever 
in the history of the race—his 
one-second victory over Rick 
Swenson after an unbelievable 
two-week, 1,149-mile run from 
Anchorage. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 9, 
228 pages, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-0-9708493-4-2, $16.95

Memoirs
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“Lew Freedman is the unofficial historian of sled dog racing.”
 —Brian O’Donoghue, author of Honest Dogs

YUKON QUEST
Story of the World’s Toughest Sled Dog Race

Lew Freedman

“Survive first, race second” is the motto of this race, an event conceived 
over beers in a Fairbanks roadhouse. The international race boasts fewer 
checkpoints, longer wilderness runs, and more campouts than any other 
marathon eveent. This history of the Quest is full of thrills, chills, and 
inspiration.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 192 pages, 5½ x 8½, b&w photos, index,  
ISBN 978-1-935347-05-7, $14.95

IDITAROD CLASSICS  
Tales of the Trail Told by the Men & Women 
Who Race Across Alaska    
Lew Freedman,  
illustrated by Jon Van Zyle 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
6 x 9, 136 pages,  
ISBN 978-094397-12-0, $13.95

SURVIVING ALASKA 
This Book May Save Your Life  Mary 
Ames, illustrated by Robert Parsons 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 6 x 6, 
160 pages, ISBN 978-0-9790470-0-8, 
$14.95

2nd Edition–revised
IDITAROD FACT BOOK  
A Complete Guide to the Last Great Race®. 
Tricia Brown,  
illustrated by Jon Van Zyle 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 5 x 8, 
192 pages, ISBN 978-0-9745014-9-9, 
$14.95

MOMMY, ARE WE FRENCH YET? 
Tales of an American Family living in 
France. Shawn Underwood 

Five-Star Misadventures, trade 
paperback, 5 x 7, 194 pages,  
ISBN 978-0-615316-52-9, $14.95

SLED DOG WISDOM
 Humor & Insight from Alaska’s Mushers   
edited by Tricia Brown

Epicenter Press, trade paperback,  
5½ x 3½, 64 pages, 
 ISBN 978-0-9745014-5-1, $4.95

FLY FISHING WOMEN EXPLORE 
ALASKA   
Cecilia Kleinkauf 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 112 
pages, 9¼ x 7¼, 150 color and b&w 
photos, six maps,  
ISBN978-0-972494-40-3, $19.95

Outdoors

Travel
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MOONLIGHT MADNESS   
Tall Stories from the Copper River Valley   
Samme Gallaher

Stories about haunted roadhouses, bizarre 
animal behavior, abnormal weather, and frontier 
justice. 

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 128 pages, 5½ x 8½,  
ISBN 978-0-9800825-4-8, $12.95

HAUNTED ALASKA   
Ghost Stories from the Far North  
Ron Wendt 

They are watching us, these ghosts of the North. 
They cook breakfast, play cards, mine gold, turn on 
radios, and play the piano. 

Epicenter Press, paperback, 96 pages,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-77-9, $9.95

MURDER AT 40 BELOW
True Crime Stories from Alaska

Tom Brennan

A gritty yet fascinating account of Alaska’s most notorious 
and unusual murder cases. Drawn from police files, eyewitness 
accounts, and news reports, these stories introduce extreme 
criminals in an extreme land.
Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 192 pages, 5½ x 8½, illustrated, index,  
ISBN 978-0-945397-99-1, $14.95

COLD CRIME
How Police Detectives Solved Alaska’s Most Shocking Cases

Tom Brennan

Step by step, the author walks readers through 13 notorious cases, 
drawing details from the confidential files of Alaska police detectives who 
investigate murder, mayhem, crimes of passion and greed, and an amazing 
amount of criminal stupidity.

Epicenter Press, trade paperback, 192 pages, 5½ x 8½, illustrated, index,  
ISBN 978-0-974501-44-4, $14.95

True Crime & Parapsychology
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EPICENTER PRESS 
Alaska Book Adventures ™ 
www.EpicenterPress.com

What we are: Since its founding in Fairbanks, Alaska nearly 25 years ago, Epicenter has become the 
largest publisher of books about Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. Its more than 100 titles touch on art, 
adventure, aviation, humor, mystery, Native American culture, sled dog racing, true crime, women’s stories, 
and more.

Our Mission Statement: Epicenter is a regional press founded in Alaska whose interests included but 
are not limited to the arts, history, environment, diverse cultures, and lifestyles of Alaska and the Pacific 
Northwest. We seek both the traditional and innovative high-quality trade books and occasional color gift 
books. 

Who we are: Journalists Kent Sturgis and Lael Morgan incorporated Epicenter Press Inc. in 1988. Sturgis 
is president of the company. Morgan chairs the company’s board of directors while serving as Epicenter’s 
acquisitions editor. She teaches web-based journalism and writing classes for the University of Texas 
Arlington from her home in Saco, Maine.

For more information, call (866) 235-4015 or email info@EpicenterPress.com.

Contact
•	 Kent Sturgis, publisher, kent@epicenterpress.com
•	 Lael Morgan, acquisitions editor, laelmorgan@cs.com
•	 Eydie Carlson, office manager & fulfillment, eydie@epicenterpress.com
•	 Katrina Pearson, marketing & promotions, katrina@epicenterpress.com
•	 Jennifer McCord, special sales,  jenamccord@earthlink.net
•	 Mary Bisbee-Beek, publicity, mbisbee.beek@gmail.com

All prices are listed in U.S. dollars. Prices subject to change.

AFTERSHOCKS MEDIA 
Good Books from Independent Publishers 

www.AftershocksMedia.com

Aftershocks Media is primarily a book distributor. It also provides publishing services to schools, 
historical societies, museums, agencies, nonprofits, and individuals. Services include book packaging, 
consulting, content evaluation; contract editing, and print management.

These criteria are considered in accepting books for distribution: Books must have historic, literary, or 
civic merit; they must meet industry publishing standards; they must have broad commercial appeal or a 
niche market; they must come with marketing plans.

We distribute the following publishers:
•	 Appell Publishing
•	 Arctic Tern Books
•	 Arlene Lockridge
•	 Bloch Publishing

•	 Camel Press
•	 Coastal Publishing
•	 Coffeetown Press
•	 Delano Publishing

•	 Documentary 
Media

•	 Five Star 
Misadventures

•	 Gold Fever Press

•	 Raising Lucy 
Studios LLC

•	 Raleigh Press
•	 Saltry Press

Epicenter Press supports the Green Press Initiative. The text of most of our new, recent,  
and reprint titles is printed on recycled paper comprised 100% of post-consumer content.

About Us
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